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CAPT. OLIVER BESLEY AND DESCENDANTS
Innkeepers, New Rochelle, New York - before 1711

Oliver Besley, a Huguenot, came from the Isle de Ré just off the coast
of La Rochelle, France, his birthdate unknown. He died intestate
before February 1748, his estate administered on that dateyfin Ulster
County, New York by his son Oliver Besley, Jr.. He h u&ied Marie
Tauvet in France. aﬂ‘\

James Besley, son of Oliver and Susan (Mercier) B , and grandson of
Capt. Oliver Besley, was born in New Rochelle 2 He married
13 October 1743 Catherine du Foreest at the R ed D @Church in
New York Clty, the record erroneously givi th hus S name as

""James Baley',

James Besley carried on the busi of k the inn that prob-
ably had been his grandfather. Cap ve d his father,
another Captain Besley's. It on t rner orth Avenue and
Huguenot Street in New Roc Q

Q 1 it %} demolished in 1928.
€

A newspaper article J§ stated "here stands
by a <

at:
intact though changed(j%ppear

r day superstructure, the

0ld inn built bef 1 andfrkept b first) Capt. Oliver Besley,
a Justice of th (;@e an @n of act1v1ties in the first genera-
tion of New le s c he old Boston stage changed horses
here... % \(\‘

The E%Sley Ium'\as we st inns, was used as the site of the Town
Me trd. a station where horses were changed and weary trav-
el@é resteq and were refreshed. Family records show that the occupation

of innkeeper was continued by Besley descendants in other New York and
Pennsylvania towns until as late as the middle of the nineteenth century.

Georgeanna Klass Willits
#72-04

(Abstracted from a 6 page article with 3 pages of references which
the author signed at the end, stating that most of the References
may be fo und in the BESLY/BESLEY NOTEBOOK which she completed in
May of 1981 and which has been given to various genealogical soc-
ieties. - Ed.)
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