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COL. JOHN CHANDLER 1665 - 1743

Tavernkeeper, New London, Conn.

Col. John Chandler was born in Roxbury, Mass. 16 April 1665; died
in Woodstock, Mass (formerly New Roxbury, Mass.,but later Conn. )

10 August 1743, He married first, 10 November 1692 MaryfRaymond,
daughter of Deacon Joshua Raymond and Elizabeth Smi és wife, of
New London, Conn. She died ) April 1711. %

Deacon John Chandler and his oldest som, C \i\John Chandler,
with their families helped settle New Roxb , \Mass. @%e. town
was later called Woodstock and after the ath of % John, it
became part of Comnecticut. From the & flI‘ he two Chandlers

established themselves as powar%;‘;g e co 1ty. Col. John

became Selectman and Town Cle father s Selectman and

Deacon. Both were Surveyors rea @me their primary
business. Miss La:med r Hlstm@ of Wm&\am County, Conn.
refers to "those notgﬁ lan &abbers@@.gor James Fitch and
(then) Capt. John &ap“t. Chandler of Woodstock was
next in the fiel ted to soldiers for services
in the Narra, tt wiﬁ ousand acres to the heirs of
Gov. hree &the heirs of Joseph Haynes and three
hundre Robe eat pltched upon by Captain Chandler in

eacx(hbhn Chan ler died in 1703 with an estate of & 512-
diibnel JO¥n 'died with an estate of & 8,700. That size estate was
extraordinary.

Col. John Chandler was also rather extraordinary. Aside from
being Woodstock Town Clerk,school teacher, surveyor, real estate
_speculator and developer, Justice of the Peace in 1707, member of
the General Court at Boston, he somehow managed to live a good part
of the time in New London, where in 1698 he was "licensed to keep a
public house of entertainment.” Nothing further is found concerning
his activities as a tavernkeeper, but since the public house of

entertainment was usually the meeting house of politicians in a
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town it is safe to assume that this was one of the purposes to which
the tavern was put. By 1711 Col. John was known as "The Hon. John
Chandler, Esq." He had a major hand in the creation and establish-
ing of Worcester County, Mass., becoming Judge of the Probate Court
then Chief Justice of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas; He con-
tinued as Town Clerk and Treasurer of Woodstock, among other civic
jobs until his death in 1743. A

- by Douglas Chandleeﬁqlght
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