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JONATHAN CLAPP

Tavernkeeper, Easthampton, Massachusetts

Jonathan Clapp was born at Northampton, Massachusetts 2 September 1713 and died
there 10 May 1782, age sixty-nine, son of Roger and Elizabeth (Bartlett) Clapp. He
married there 23 January 1735 Submit Strong, born there 23 December 1712 and died
at Northampton 24 April 1788 in her seventieth year, daughter of Waitstill and Mindwell
(Bartlett) Strong. Q:{

Jonathan moved to Easthampton where he was one ﬁ‘w first settlers. He and
Submit had eleven children. A man of great energy an cter, hgswas prominent in
all matters in the early settlement of the town. He was(Knajor i tQE militia.

The Jonathan Clap Tavern was located o r%
of the Courtney home at 95 Northampton St S It was "Qvolutlonary Tavern, and
much travel between Boston and the noﬂh% ettleme%s passed thlS way. The soldiers
from Northampton met here as theyﬁ " Soldiers, continually

r

going back and forth from the fr e patr of this @m ; they told the latest news
and received refreshment a ed T jtion st t

tate Road, just south

at during the war, night and
day, a big iron kettle hun e cra e klt ﬁreplace with beef and vegetables
boiling to feed the n@ esfs. well w the roadside, with a trough for horses
and cattle outsi e fenc &N ell m%\
fac , ith ory front and lean-to roof that ran off toward
the back, }% oun roof projected two feet, was sealed up and had a
cornic % upp ry proje: d over the first story, after the fashion in Indian times.
g{ ﬁacl\ roof was the kitchen with wide, high fireplace, a bedroom on the
ast end nd sink room on the other, with woodhouse, hatchway, work bench and
big chopping block. This shed projected southerly beyond the main house, with an exit
to the garden. A big flat stone was by the front door which opened into a square hall in
which a crooked stairway with two broad landings led clockwise to the upper floor.
Behind the hall stood the immense chimney with its three fireplaces, while on either
side of the hall were the large front rooms, each about sixteen by eighteen feet. To the
west was the bar room with cupboard in its northwest corner, where were kept the

decanters and flip tumblers, specimens of which may be seen at the Museum of
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Easthampton Public Library. This room and parlor opposite had fireplaces; behind the
parlor was an entry way and loom.

The ancient wooden swinging sign has been preserved, now at the SUBMIT
CLAP CLARK D.A R. House, Easthampton which also has an oil painting of the tavern.
The weatherbeaten sign displays lettering Entertainment by Jonathan Clap and picture
of a wonderfully spotted leopard and ornamentation.

Following Jonathan Clapp’s death, his sons Jonathan and Joseph carried on

the family tradition as tavern keepers.
E!izabetl&f!app Williams
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JONATHAN CLAPP TAVERN, from oil painting
submitted by E.C. Williams
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JONATHAN CLAPP TAVERN SIGN, EASTHAMPTON, MA
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	Jonathan Clapp Tavern Sign (hooked rug)



