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JAMES COLE 1600 - 1688+
Tavern Keeper, Plymouth, Mass., 1638-1698

James Cole, Sr. was born in 1600 in Highgate, a suburb of London,
in 16003 died at Plymouth, Mass., after 1688. He married in 1624
Mary Lobel of London, daughter of Dr. Mathieu Lobel, grandaughter
of Jean de Lobel, a physician and botanist for whom the plant,
Lobelia, was named. Mary Cole died after 1660 at Plymouth.

James Cole was of Saco in 1632 and in Plymouth, Mass. the
following year. He is believed to have had the £ qzspubllc house
in Plymouth when he opened an ordinary on Cole' s 1, just above
Plymouth Rock. Later he removed his casks aneb ttles to more
ample quarters in Winslow's house, forme f&rewstqzﬁé, convenient-
ly situated in the very center of town the ¢ r of the main
street and the highway. It is a tradition thé{;the early Pilgrims
buried their dead at night on Co (B Hill<2 veling off the graves

and planting them with cor§<zssju

Indians.

"One, John Spra %spent@l e stocks for "highly
misdemeaning himsel guekke h of é% Cole of Plymouth, near
unto or ‘on the g ﬁlﬁ r the bbath Day, in drinking, gameing

losses from the

and un01v111 r v {Q the onor of God and the offence of
the govment hlscggne ng ringing of his mare uncivilly into
the parl oresald e

(§£k kept James Gole from 1638 to 1660. He was
K;f& His son James kept the inn until 1698. The
ginal e of the tavern, commanding a view of the harbor, was
chosen by Edward Winslow for his mansion built "in a style of ele~
gance far superior to any previously erected in the 01ld Colony”, a
house which was still standing in 1945 on Cole's Hill.

- Louise Chamberlain
72-07
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