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JOHN DAWSON - 1742
Crooked Billet Inn, Hatboro, Pa.

John Dawson was probably born in London; died in Philadelp‘lia Pa.,
27 November 17L42. He married, probably in London, c. 3/4
Dorothy ( - ) who died at Pikeland Meeting, Klmberton,

John Dawson was a hatter in England who at the m of the 18th

century suffered severe financial reverses in S ark, mainly

caused by the fact he was a Quaker. When w&%m ht t %se his
financial distress by Ybreaking into the (906% into bank-
ruptcy) the local Quakers turned against&f Tohn Dawson
sought to inscribe on the Friends! &kds t th in 1705 of
his daughter Ann, the birth note ur‘ o e father with
&Ads could have

the message, referring to hi hat L 5 ¢ B
no unity with him because 0%15 de 5 and audmg his credi-
tors." When John Dawao% his 1y l ﬁgland and arrived
in Philadelphia, be 1705 1710, dld not bring with him
a certificate of }lance h 1 h We s%‘&ulrtd in transferring
from one rrlend eetl an
In Phil hla J awso his family set out in a

northerly, %ectlo %rom 1ty toward Abington. He carried his
hatter ’cool.s sehol ensils and young Ann in a lime wagon.

i se out of”Abington was difficult. He had to open

ig“ axe and a spade until he reached an area where there
was an abundance of rabbits. A good supply of rabbit fur was
needed for his business, the making of top hats. He constructed
a log cabin for a temporary dwelling until he could erect a more
bermanent building. John Dawson must have opened his road before
1711, for in that year the "0ld York Road" was laid out. it
passed along the Dawson property and served as a stage coach road
from Philadelphia to New York.

It is recorded in the Dawson and Longstreth manuscripts that
Ann Dawson assisted her father in building a stone house by

serving as his mason-tender. She carried stones in her apron.



Dawson called this stone building, "The Crooked Billet Ina . “bhe
name was derived from a hewn crooked twig. or stick, which he
prlaced over the doorway. While tending the Inn he also engaged
in his hatting business. The position of his Inn on the 0ld York
Road insured its success as a place of refreshment f@{ travellers.

His hatting business was equally successful.

As John Dawson did not have a certificate learan‘,e he
could not affiliate with Abington Friends Qh vy M ;ng. Sever-
al members of Abington Meeting took the nfa{ter 1n and wrote
the Friends at Horslydown Meeting in L on t uest that the
debts of John Dawson be forgiven. %was 1 en and lived
within Abington Monthly Meeting L1 heQ to Philadelphia
about 1740. Historian John .Oﬂa e& the Dawson

family resided in the first brlck uae 1n@1 adelphia, at the
corner of Second Stresﬂﬁd Ch1 lle re John died on
27 November 1742, (ﬂ) r r{ s rev d it to be the fifth

brick house]
The settl@n@ whi k&rew ;2 ound John Dawson's Inn on

the 01d Yor&(\&dd w rst

hoaor 1 ler\\ me to be known as Hatborough, the

Crooked Billet. Later to

name rﬁi se a e tim was organized in 1871. The name was
sho t{géd to Hatboro and the top hat and walking stick
bol &ﬁ?ph characterized the origin of the borough was retained.
Travellers who stopped at the "Crooked Billet" were assured
an honest m=al and refreshment for man and beast. John and
Dorothy Dawson, practicing Friends, saw to that. The Inn's
reputation did not diminish after the death of its founder in
1742, for its location assured it patronagz on the stagecoach
road. General Washington made mention of his visit to the ¥Billet"
in his reports and dispatches of one of the skirmishes of the
Revolution that was fought at Hatboro.
A plaqus has been placed on the Watson Building in Hatboro,

the oriqinal site of the Inn:



THE CROOKED BILLET
1705
John Dawson, Hatter from London, England,
built this house, probably the first of
stone in the commiaity, and here followed

his trade, which gave Hatborough its naﬁl

Later it became a tavern or a Stag \&use
on the Philadelphia-New York Po, QQR ad

and was known as the "(;rool?ﬁ‘%gjllet QJ‘$

In Washington's letter t%()ongre Q n 1777
he mentions the "Blll@ 'l‘ave

Civic C@n ee o %e Nex@
oro,

sylv

%
%“ ﬁ q&c

Dawson Faml@;@cor Oa col 1on of family records bearing
the of D

es C. Dawson, compiler. Reprint

oM %&lS?%d{?lon. John Dawson of Bucks Co.,Pa.
glnn ge L
(:®Q g onthly Meeting Minutes, Southwark. pp. 55, 56

Agnes gstreth Taylor. The Longstreth History, 1907

Edwin Neal Fussell. The Fussell Family. N.Y., 1891
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"The Public Spirit", 1971 Centennial edition

Material in the Library of Friends House, Buston Road, London

-by Fay Hood Shuman
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