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RALPH EARLE 1606 - 1678
Innkeeper, Newports Rel., 1647 - 1655+

Ralph Earle was born 1606 in Exeter, Devonshire, England; died
at Portsmouth, R.I., in 1678, He married in England Joan Savage,
a descendant of Sir Iszac Newton. They came to Rhode Island on
the Hercules in 1634 (8?) with two or more children.

A close friend of Fox and Penn of the Society of Friends,
Ralph Earle was chosen "to keep an Inn to sell beer Q{Id wine, and
to entertain strangers" from 26 August 1647 in Ne ty Rels He
was again"voted and granted" an innkeeper on vember 1650. On
25 May 1655 he was once again appointed p a House of enter-
tainment", this time "with a convenie (gn to et out at the
most perspicuous place to give notioer%'/

Ralph Earle served the co in m ays other than as
its chosen Innkeeper. He wa ) Overseer of the
poor in June 1649; a tax aﬁ i /51: and Town
Treasurer on 3 June. &xrne ‘{o public office as
Overseer of Work of Gl e is some evidence that

1thhe N&Tport Ferry.
When he 61 10 August 1667, Earle joined
a "troope oi\g\}tse" d@te %came its Captain., There are many

records o % %{Qzlle %]&.ﬂd the conveyances dating from 1651

to 16
- Mrs. Jonathan M. Self

#81-36

at this time he ve cif[m
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