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NATHANIEL ELY c. 1607 - 1675
SAMUEL ELY c. 1630 - 1691

Ely's Tavern, Springfield, Mass., 1665 - 1681

Nathaniel Ely was born in England about 1607 and came to New Eng-
and. probably in 1634. He died in Springfield, Mass., 25 March
675, He married Martha ( - ) who died at Springfield 23 October

1683,

Nathaniel Ely and his family first settled at(Cambrldge,
Mass., where he was made a Freeman of Massachuset y Colony on
6 May 1635, the same day.as his close friend, t Day, whose
house adjoined the Ely's, Nathaniel, his ({ﬁ@Marth%and their

to H% ord, Conn.

with the Rev. Thomas Hooker group, whe ath: Ely's and
Robert Day's names are on the Foun ﬁé' Moz B'Q

Ely's home lot abuttlng hl wa ading from
Centinell Hill", bordered bag of ert @ n the north, was
one of the ten pieces of in H

daughter Ruth and son Samuel in 1636 regove

ed there before he

ord éj
removed to Norwalk, G(Q wher@ bec ne of the Founders.

In both Hart and walk ﬁly held civil positions
including Consta B and i@&ctm fore moving to Springfield,
Mass. about » was "admitted as sn inhabitant"
on 26 Ma.rc Qp il hi% DPermanent home that became the Ely

Tavern i stoo Maln Street in Springfield for over
200,y @as movedto the corner of Dwight and Sanford Street

abquy 1845 Where it was Tecognized as probably the oldest building
in Springfield until it was torn down in June 1900,

Besides his tavernkeeping, Nathaniel held positions in
Springfield as Constable, served 5 terms as a Selectman, was
measurer of lands from 1665 to 1669 and sealer of weights and
measures in 1674, He was one of two men appointed to lay a road to
and over the Chiccuppee River in 1664 and served on the building

committee for a new Meeting House in 1674,



In 1665 Ely was excused from military service a few years
before he reached age 60, and was licensed to keep an ordinary.
The record of the County Court held at Springfield 26 September
1665 sets forth his license thus:

Nathaniel Ely of Springfield, being desired and putt
upon to keep an ordinary there, or House for Common
Entertaynement, was by this Corte lycensed to that

worke, as also for selling wines or strong uors
for ye year ensuing, Provided he keep go&qule and
order in his house. Also ye said Nath Ely is

upon his desire by this Corte releas om Trayning

in ye Towne soe long as he conti e} kee%ye
Ordinary.

This license was renewed each year frq 665 g@ his death in
o

1675, There was an incident of hl elng nce for selling

cider to Indians and once for n% ee«Q as strong as the

law prescribed.
After the dea:th

is fa. \Er, a:fél Ely succeeded his

father as tavernkeep@ 11 1 La. QJ he inn became a
use

d&ing ’aQQJAmerican Revolution as a
site for many c@xlta 16?{5 be&v&@ generals and minor officers

of the COnu\liégtal A& . O‘O
\;O‘O QJ ﬁ\‘ Elizabeth Mack Munger

' Lo
ﬁ‘( \‘)\‘6 %FERENCES o

}(\.LQ u{)@{n Related Families, by Donald L.Jacobus and Edgar
F.‘Waterman, 1952

Records of the Descendants of Nathaniel Ely, the Emigrant, by
Heman Ely, 1885

Bible of Deacon Nathaniel Ely,printed MDCCXCI, in possession
of Elizabeth Mack Munger

"Ely Tavern to be Torn Down", Springfield, Mass. newspaper,issue
of 2 June 1900

"The First Tavern" - Ely Ordinary, in the vertical file of the

Public Library, Longmeadow, Mass.
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