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WILLIAM HILTON 1590 - 1656
Ordinary Keeper, Kittery Point, Maine, 1648

William Hilton was born in Northwich, England in 1590. He married
in England and died intestate in York, Maine in 1656.

William Hilton and his brother Edward were thrif&@ merchants
in London and members of the London Fish Mongers G before de-
ciding to move to the colonies. William came t mouth, Mass.
on 9 November 1621 in the ship FORTUNE. H gban adpexent of the
Church of England, but was pleased with tgzgp

ountr Qﬁd the Pilgrim

society. His wife and children came w1 1s er Edward in the
ship ANNE in August, 1623.
William left Plymouth in l(%Q& and @ with his family
and 3Brother establish

at Dover, N.H. on Hilton's
ed their fishing 1ndustr

star eg/he i 1ement of Dover,

formerly called Hilto ttle ampshire State histor-
QQECte

ical marker has be @2) 111;0 1nt, or Dover Point as it
is now called, lto onor of the brothers.

Edward QQ) "11 (}emove Exeter where William received
marshes 1n ev B n’ 3 D, ﬁ@ er 1640. He removed to Dover Neck
where h ee‘ man in May 19,1644. He was appeinted
Judg Dov ggan 1642 chosen Deputy in 1644 to the Massachus-

ourt, Dover being a part of Massachusetts until 1680.

River at what is now Kittery Point. At a Court held in Georgeana,

27 June 1648,

48 William had moved to the mouth of the Piscatagua

"It is ordered by the Court that William Hilton being
licensed for to keep the ordinary at the mouth of the
Piscataqua River and none other shall keep a private

ordinary there nor sell wine or beare nor Licker,etc.!

The Court also ordered that he should keep a ferry. This ferry
ran to various points on the Great Island and to the Strawberry
Bank side of the river. The order explained just how Hilton should

ferry people across and the charges he was allowed to collect.1

!
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He lived at Kittery until 1651 when h @\oved to York, Maine,
being one of the fifty who acknowledged h‘&mselve%'as freemen. He
was one of the signers that put the t unde@ e rule of Massa-
chusetts on 22 November 1652. In ]@52, l%%& nd 1654 he was one

0

of the Selectmen of York. (%7 ‘Q

William Hilton died i &Qate Q\ljs\lor @% 1655/56; letters of
administration were grar%% n 3@&1:1(9 ]@ég to Richard White, his
son—-:’m—.‘tau,v.2 Q (QJ$ &Qj‘v
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2 History of Dover, N.H.
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