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WILLIAM MUNROE

Munroe Tavern, Lexington, Massachusetts 1695

William Munroe was born at Lexington, Massachusetts 10 October 1669* and
died there 5 January 1759%, son of William and Martha (George) Munroe®. He
married at Concord, Massachusetts 3 October 16972 Mary Cutler, born at
Lexington 15 March 1680% and died at Lexington 26 June 1713 ughter of
Thomas and Abigail (---) Cutler of Watertown.” He married ec@? ca. 1716
Johanna Russell, born 30 December 1683 and died at Lexing % September
1748, daughter of Philip and Johanna (Cutter) Russell.”

William Munro/Munroe was an Ensig &the col % militia,®
designated "Ensign Roe" when admitted to theﬁgych 9A 1@ 99 along with
itted 2{ cember 1727. He

served as constable in 1708, assesso \;@ ctman in 1724, 1730,
1734 and 1735. With wife Mary, %/ @h Johanna, two.”

his first wife, Mary. His second wife wa

William built nroe Ta around It still stands (1998).%

The estate today i %"} mall n of ndreds of acres granted by

King's decree arl settler ambrl rms, later Lexington. There have

been at le%s\t‘@e res r@ons a ey restoratlon in 1930s, then in early
. \\ (\a

xmgton sachu ecords of Births, Marriages and Deaths (Boston,
8), 50.

OQ“ i 89( ‘called Ensign”).
bndge Vital Records, 507; Richard S. Munroe, History and Genealogy of

the Lexington Munroes, (Florence, MA, 1966), 2, 6.

2 Concord, Massachusetts Births, Marriages and Deaths, 1635-1850 (Beacon
Press, Boston, undated), 44.

* Lexington VR, 18

* Ibid., 189.

* Marjorie Cutler Burgess, 4 Genealogy of the Cutler Family of Lexington,
Massachusetts, 1634-1904, (Concord, NH,, 1965), 21.

* Lexington VR, 189.

7 Lexington VR, 145.

% Society of Colonial Wars, 340.

* Vital Records, Lexington, MA (1853-1897)

“ Visited by the author in April, 1998.

10



AN O A i
00 ¢ \ﬁ s
RN, I OR .

m Eur erican Inng and Taverns, 81.

11



forties, again in the seventies, and a complete residing in 1993. As in the long
past, the final coat of paint was Munroe Tavern Red.*

The colonial tavern door was never locked. Many parties or "balls"
were held there. During the Battle of Lexington and Concord, the British took
over the Tavern, using it as their headquarters and as a hospital for their
wounded soldiers during their retreat from Concord and ag@& through
Lexington. “

President George Washington visited the Tavern afternoon of 5
November 1789 as he returned from New Hampshi QrQ/testlmo l«dinner.®
He arrived in his own carriage, accompanied b ﬁgcretarles %Qélx servants.
A room on the second floor, now called the hmgto m, contains the
chair and table at which he sat, hat rack d, and ¢ n¥ saucer from which
he drank. Several pieces of furniture %bgmg to § rs. Munroe are still
in the house, as is the old s hen l\&rltish came, and
during Washington's visi Q
A descendalﬁlj illiam, mbere Qy later years, the drovers'

rds of @Demg i&/ to Boston in summer. Cost of

as then twenty-five cents. "One

pungs® in winte

supper, bre@ nd th ts lo
hundred K could @abied % ams and two or three hundred cattle

coul
i

arourn vemn were pens for sheep while turkeys, driven

@Qf'rest ‘\‘tges on the roads to Boston markets before
'$anksgiwa}"“ %

‘Qventually the Tavern passed out of Munroe family ownership, but
1& was purchased by James S. Munroe who deeded it to the Lexington
Historical Society. It remains open to the public at a nominal fee, as a Museum,

located at 1332 Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington. Donald Gray Robbins 96-03

¢ Richard Munroe, History and Genealogy of the Lexington Munroes, Florence,
MA 1926; E.O.Sullivan, Time and Tavern.

@ Federal Writers' Project, WPA, Massachusetts, A Guide to Its Places and
People, (Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1937), 260.

@ crude carts on runners, drawn by horses.

¢ Elise Lathrop, Early American Inns and Taverns, (Concord, MA 1926), 80.
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-LOCATION OFr

MUNROE TAVERN

LEXINGTON MAP INDEX

1. Lexington Battleground

7. First State Normal School

.. Marrett and Nathan Munroe House 8. Hancock-Clarke House

. Old Burying Ground
.. Jonathan Harrington, Jr.. House

9. Botanic Garden
10. Cary Memorial Building

Buckman Tavern “¢+ 11. Munroe Tavern

.. Belfry

Massachusetts, a Guide to its Places and People:

(Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1937), 258.
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