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MILES OAKLEY

Innkeeper, White Plains,New York

Miles Oakley was born at White Plains, Westchester County, New York about 1740,
eldest child of Isaac and Miriam (Hunt) Oakley, and died before 1790 in Nova Scotia.
He married Ann, daughter of Gilbert and Tamar (Brundage) Hatfield of White Plains.
His wife survived him and lived at White Plains in 1700 when the US Census was taken.

Miles Oakley, son of an inn keeper, lived next to th rt House and ran an
inn across the street from it. Feelings about revolutionary gg§tion were running high on
both sides when the Continental Congress met on 1 Aﬁ %Bout five hundred

went to White Plains to attend the Court house Loyg&s (Tories) gathered at
olutx

nearby Abraham Hatfield’s Tavern, while the (Patriots) met at Miles

Oakley’s Tavern. Excitement was great at c@ when t@ alists entered, objected to

the legality of the meeting, then lef sm g "God save the King."
Miles served as Lieutenant in t dm nst Qx) eal in 1775. Then, on 5
November 1775, the Patrlots s ectm loyal burned his home and inn. He

petitioned as follows:

hiS cel]e & General Washington,

Comman -Ch f all rces of the United States of
Amerjc the pe % klev humbly showeth that by his
labo md hat‘t\%ured himself a small piece of land at
lain txo o the Court house: that on it, within the

,\%& our ox\1¥e yea UIlt him a comfortable house and barn, that
Q kep inn for thg’entertainment of travelers, which enabled him
intain his family, which consists of a wife and four small
chi{dren; that on the approach of the enemy he moved his wife (who
lay in bed but six days before) with his children to the north of the
lines formed by troops under your Excellency’s command; that on
his return to bring off some of his furniture and most valuable effects,
he found his home robbed and pillaged, his desk split to pieces, his
money, books and papers taken away by our own troops by which
means he is left without a second bed and scarse a change of clothing
for himself, his wife, or his children; this your petitioner bore with
resignation, not doubting but if he should again get into his house he
should by his industry in time retrieve his losses, But so it is, may
it please your Excellency, that on Tuesday night last, your petitioner’s
house and barn was by some of the American troops burnt to the
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ground, and your petitioner left without any means whatever of
obtaining a subsistence. That your petitioner’s losses do not amount
to less than seven hundred pounds currency.

"Your petitioner begs leave to observe to your Excellency
that he was ever a friend to his country, that he served as Lieutenant
in the late northern expedition under Generals Schuller and
Montgomery. Your petitioner, therefore, begs your Excellency will
be favorably pleased to take his melancholy case into consideration,
and give him such relief in the premises as to you in your great
wisdom shall seem just and reasonable.

"Your petitioner further begs if your Excellencyyshould be
of'the opinion that the granting of your petitioner relie @ properly
in your department, that your Excellency will be &.Sed to inquire
into the truth of the facts within set forth, and your gtmoner

such certificates and recommendations, r to th ynorable
Continental or Provincial Congress as u t mk etltloner s
hard case truly deserved, and your petxt w111Q® pray,

November 9, 1776 Miles Oakley™"

Evidently the petition w a@q@avaxi e fam&s known to have moved
to Nova Scotia where Miles dle when gRpMirst U,Q ensus was taken in 1790, his
widow was living in White m Their Joshy daughter Sarah returned to New

Brunswick where some dant gﬁham to ¥ date.

Burning Oz a& vem &%ﬂ of the burning of the Village of White
Plains. The propgsu\ was | m medb% n and Isaac Valentine whose heirs conveyed
ttoJ Cray fdrd ¢. Har 1 on the same premises that burned in 1855.

had an hqnam rch it % Itered the coaches carrying the mail from New York
to Bo 6@ 1th @)ston Post Road.
C Q& Joyce Bingham Roy
88-06
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