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MAJ. MIAL SCURLOCK 172- -1781

Ordinary keeper, Chatham Court House, N.C., 1774-1781

Ma jor Mial Scurlock, son of Thomas, was born in Virginia, probably
in North Farnham Parish, Richmond County, where his father died in
1767. He may have been married in Virginia before he moved to
North Carolina. He died in Chatham in June of 1781. His wife,
perhaps a second wife, was possibly Sarah Howard. She died in
Chatham County in April of 1801. Q/

The act establishing Chatham County and St. @,holomew
Parish from the southern part of Orange Count s ratified by the
Colonial Assembly in January of 1771. Th seat@ .govermnent
was located on Mial Scurlock's farm, a as cal % Chatham Court

House. It continued as the county S@t unti]( 7 when the town
of Pittsborough was founded for @ pur %3"

At the County Court of e@g nd &e@p&r S%@ion, 12 May 1774
an ordinary license was graXCed to MN%& Sciwgk. Likely, he kept
an ordinary from the fyj/% court g}s in @ 1 as his was the only
dwelling in the vic;‘.@ of Ck@%sam C@@% House. The records prior
to May of 1774 are mibssin ‘{

In the c u@em @%sovem\sg\%’??u Scurlock was granted per-

mission to a p\é}l wafﬁ ist mill on Roberson Creek on
his land the Qabrt us&. At the same court session he and
nnonQére appiYted to lay off the prison bounds for the
Q‘(Qd jail was located about 75 yards southwest of

lock ' § house.

Mial Scurlock served on the Committee of Safety in Hillsbor-
ough Military District and on 9 September 1775 he was appointed
first major in the Chatham County Militia, which had two companies.
His other public offices were: member of the Provincial Congress

at Halifax in November of 1776, representative to the General
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Assembly from Chatham County in 1777 and 1780, county clerk of
court from 1776 to 1780 and Justice of peace in 1775 and 1776.

A story printed in a history of Chatham County states that
Lord Cornwallis, scon after the Battle of Guilford Court House,
15 March 1781, marched to Chatham Court House and made his head-
quarters at Maj. Mial Scurlock's house. The tradition is that
Cornwallis treated Mrs. Scurlock and her children wi great
consideration, though she was an outspoken patrio Qhe mother of
a soldier in the Continental Army and the wido Gf an officer
of the State Militia. She could not have g? widow in March
1781 as Mial Scurlock did not write his W('.l{l unt QZ May 1781,
more than two months after Cornwallis atham County.

Q Chatham County,
1808, is a list of the real and ﬁg? onal of Mial Scurlock.
At his death he owned near Qﬁ m l@

son Creek, one-half lnte

In equity proceedings in Supe

» & mill on Rober-

1 an d on Haw River,

horsesp cattle, hogs, ing %é&hr, &§§Z£ation tools, two mill

picks, a set of sur5%§:; ent ooks and other goods. His

wife, Sarah, one cuto {\’%a.naged the plantation and the
zf\

ordinary aft s death. She survived him by

20 years.-
6@ - Mary Brewer Gamble
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