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STEPHEN SWETT ca. 1618-1691
ordinary Keeper, Newbury, Massachusetts 1653-1667

Stephen Swett was born 1n England ca. 1618 and died probably at
Newbury, Massachusetts between 16 November 1691 when he sold his
house, lot and shop to Hugh March, Junior and 9 January 1693/4
when Hugh March sold “the house I bought of Steven Swett,
deceased” He married first at Newbury on 24 May 1647 Hannah
Merrill, born in England and died at Newbury 4 April 62, daughter
of John and Elizabeth (---) Merrill. He married d at Newbury
4 August 1663 Rebecca Smith born at Newbury 20 ruary 1639 and
died there 1 March 1669, daughter of Thomas (====) Smith.
Stephen and Hannah had seven children.

As a teenager, Stephen Swett came to Amééi:& w1UﬁQ§% parents and
siblings. Members of the Reverend T&Eﬁas PaM()‘s Company, they

settled briefly at Ipswich and then«%@ Newb ?&. Stephen was called

cordwainer before 1653 when r e tw&é@y S venth day of the
seventh month of the year, d 11be on, the Court held
n Swe &emg ! sented by the Townesmen

at Ipswich decided

of Newbury to kee %Lqérdna is @J%wed by this court. His

dwellinghouse ever cres as on the westerly side of High

Street near UQ? nea, &)Mar cgs&uqh He continued to operate the

ordmnary. Q} 4 - three years the town was fined

for fa mq *( a ‘%\r y place for travelers. According to
A% Deg, 3 215 on arch 1669/70 he sold to Hugh March who

(ibehded jarge sum of money repairing.and extending the "antient

tavern”. (See Hugh March in_Colonial Tavernkeepers, Volume V, 15—

16). March continued to operate the tavern until his death, first
as March's Tavern and later as the Blue Anchor; it then passed

through several owners until October 1755 when it was taken down.



Meanwhile, Stephen Swett had reserved for himself a portion of the
property on the southerly side of the tavern where 1n 1690 he built
a one over one room structure. It was much enlarged and altered
after his death as 1t passed through various hands. During his
occupancy Stephen Swett became Sealer of Leathers fonfthe town. A
tater owner, Oliver Putnam, kept a tavern there fﬁ\mézhs3—1797. It
then became the property of Isaiah Ilsley, rema(N g in his family
until 1911 when it was acquired by the SOC?€§* or t eservation

of New England Antiquities, first o t]y owned New

England houses. Known as the Swett an ey H ée/ it stands at 11~

13 High Street, Newbury, Massach ts
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T 01d-Time New mENgland, letim T the Society for the
Preservation of New Ehg‘and Kﬂt1qu1t13¥, vol. 15 #1 series 37, July
1924, page 18.
2. Sketch of th stor@(av Mewﬁué&i Newburyport and West Newbury,
by Joshua CoffAn (197 ) \\bpendy \ 314,

y _Hi r ca];& logra aphical Sketches by John J,

P n 1 90— § ;
taﬂ or é\a 823 2:’: 73
M@}gﬁ 1 Mem Namuel Merrill, 103.

Xendam{” of Jo Swett of Newbury, MA, by Everett S.

MJston, Maine) 7-9.
;:J f_the Pu itans MA Bay Colony Tercentenary Commission,
“m:nghab‘%SBO‘ 129-130.

8. The Eastport (Maine) Sentinal, Ancestry of the Swett Family, by
Maude M. Swett Marston (no date) 2 pp.

9 Landmarks in the 0ld Bay State, by William R. Conner (1911)
268,

10. Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England,
by Savage.
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