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MARTA (TRUAX) VIELE PEECK 1617 - 1671+
Tavern, Broadway, New Amsterdam, 1646 - 1671

Maria Truax, daughter of Philippe du Trieux and his wife Jacquemyne
Noirett, was baptized in Leyden, Holland, 5 April 1617 and emigrated
with her family to New Amsterdam in 1624. She married first, by

1642, Cornelis Volckertsen Viele, who died early in 16@ She

married second, banns published 20 February 1650 at th tch Church
in New Amsterdam, Jan Peeck. He died c. 1664. “
On 13 July 1643 Cornelis Volckersz received tent for a

large double lot on the Great Highway, New Al am, agd.it was
here that the family probably lived, and as&nells ckertsen

was a tapster and tavernkeeper, this was babl re the tavern
was located. Q

On 26 April 1646 came the fir %ompl of ,the Fiscal against
Maria De Truy for selling bee e ‘was a real
crime, as a drunken Indian might cau ﬂ ch mi ef and often did.
As time went on these cempliints b e mor merous and there can
be no doubt but that ML

During her h

ccus s wer% ue.

b%'s a s&xces ﬂ was a trader and there is

evidence in the rds New A M%am that she carried on the

work of the &rn at Xhe same In March of 1648 Cornelis

Volckerse} %ernk e@g&r, &sed to live up to regulations for

tapster nd tave eepe Shortly after this, Volckertsen died,
S} Feg@ary 1650 ES

Peeck, young man.

eared the marriage banns of Marie Volckers

id,

There’is little recorded by the Court for misdemeanors on the
part of the newly married Mrs. Peeck until 19 October 1654 when the
following complaint was recorded:

Cornelis Van Tienhoven, as Sheriff of this city, represents
to the Court that he has found drinking clubs on divers
nights at the house of Jan Peck, with dancing and jumping
and entertainment of disorderly people; also tapping

during preaching, and that there was great noise made by
drunkards, especially yesterday, Sunday, in this house,

so that he was obliged to remove one to jail in a cart,
which was a most scandalous affair. He demands, therefore,
that Jan Peck's licenss be annulled, and that he pay a fine.



The Worshipful Court...decided, on account of his disor-
derly housekeeping and evil life +tippling, dancing,
gaming and other irregularities, toy2ther with tapping
at night and on Sunday during preachiiiy, to annul his
license, and that he shall not tap any more until he
shall have vindicated himself.

On 26 October 1654 a further judgment was pronounced:
The Court having heard the demand and complaint the
Sheriff, and the acknoledgment of Jan Peck tha%;{e has
frequently tapped unseasonable after 9 o!f clo 1d bell
ringing, and that he allowed the Lieutena;}éM servant

to gamble and dance with Englishmen; als at he tapped

on Sunday during ths sermon, whereof ‘flc com-
plaining, requests that deft. Jan Pec e de &Z%Zd of

his business and condemied in ad io flne enacted;
...Jan Peck is condemned to losedggg llL and to pay

thie fine according to tha afon<5}id plaga¥d.

Much chastened, but bv no owt@i %k, a week later,
on 2 November requested lw<§; tap §€> here no record that the
s*@’r@ beVauie h could not support

his large i‘amll%r Wit“ﬁ monev 1ngq/ ()n the 9th of November

the Court again ,og%}uereu 18 vuﬂiI<

Court relented, but Pee

1 and the fact he had sen*

them oral and en ﬁ&lon 3t he be allowad to pursue his
bhusiness a o*e 1ded that since he was burdened
with & h6r ul llld ﬁ{fﬁnd more besides'"., and since he was

Tan oﬂ urgher'\q gran? im leave to resume his business, but
1e

Qn (O%@loﬂ that

vxol either one or the other of the placards, on pain of

behave himself, act without blame and

having his business stopped wilhout favor and himself punished as
he deserved it ho should bz found ugain in fault.

Alas for human frailty! A month later he was again being
prosecuted for illeyal tapping. He denied the charge. Then his
wife entered a counter suit against the piaintiff, but this time
it was learned that Jan Peecq had bzen selling liquor without
paving the proper excise tax. He was ordered to make a donation
to the poor and not to sell any liquor in future without a permit.

Jan Peeck nox turned to real estate, to selling more of the

Volckertsen land, but early in the new year, 1656, bacaus:o he
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could speak both Dutch and English he was granted permission to
act as broker for Dutch and English merchants.

By 24 July 1656 he is called Jan Peecq, Tavernkeeper and
he was imprisoned for having beaten and wounded soldier in his
house. His defense was that he defended his house bec@(se kthe
soldier wanted to run his wife through. The Court ared that
"Whereas Jan Peeck is a Burgher here and firmly “ blished, it
is ordered that he be released from his con st .

Maria Truax continued to be in and ou&x t on various

complaints and as defendant. On 28 Sep er Q} ria was ac-

cused of her old crime of tapping af nine ck by the
Schout, Pieter Tonneman. She der@ hat two persons
were at her house who counte mo% 1ch ®owed them and
she did not tap a drop. Th time as n

On 18 December 16 S hout K r To &an stated that he had
found last Sunday houseQJ%mbert % nsen and Teunis Tomas-
sen Quick alsee e fi drunk g so that Maatsesuw's mate
was met coming @e d u@ifr‘om %nouse, also that she did not
have her ch‘ &y faixi Marf ied having tapped for anyone else
than Lam Bare&@)‘z i wife to whom she gave only three

occu

plnts,g:{j tha.t v‘F After the second preaching. She said
is ssen Quick came to her house when drunk and lay
%&o sleep. About two weeks later she was accused again
of selling brandy to the Indians. She had done this once too
often and sentence was pronounced by the Court ?Maria Truax fined
500 guilders and costs, and to be banished from the Island of
Manhattan."

In January, on the 24th, Maria Truax petitioned the Court:
"Maria Peeck, one of the oldest inhabitants of the City of New
Amsterdam' asked for a remission of the sentence pronounced
against her and for leave to remove to Fort Orange. She is said
to have retired to the new settlement of Schenectady for a short

period, but the Dutch regime coming to an end not long after her
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banishment, she soon returnad to New York and was th@&wner of
o house on Hoogh Straet (or Dukets Strect as the 6 ish Degan
to call it) near the Town Hall.

The last time Maria's name appeared @ he rec was on
28 February 1670/1 when Isac Forest, a uardian % thz ¢hildren
of Mary Peack, stated that the lot sol v B J()I‘lf) Janso

Van Hoorn anid still burdened with 6 ortga n favor cof Sybrant

Janse Van Wien, was bought by « e r%u.es-tg\d that h=
be empowered to discharge (% ald @ age o coavey the lot.
Maria Truax is said ave l d w1w{her soii Jacobus in

Schenectady and perha o hav% fed th . So exited Maria du

Trieux, tavern kacpfb and wi(e of twaﬁtzrvern keepers.
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Centennial Address Relating to the Early History of

Schenectady. John Sander, Albany, 1879 pp 83-8%4

4 History of the Schenectady Patent. Jonathan Pearson,

Albany, 1883 p. 136
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