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JAN VAN ETTEN 1720-1/786

Tavern reeper, Forks Township, Pennsylvania 1760
Jan (Johr) van Etten was born at Wawarsing, Ulster Lounty, New York
and baptised 17 Aprail 1720, He died 11n Rowan County, North
carolina 20 March or May 1786. He married first at Deer Park,
Ulster County, New York 26 March 1738 Maritje westfal baptised at
Minisink, New York 3t January 1720, daughter of n and qua

Pennsylvania Margaret Lafevre, daughter of and Christina
(Wentz) Lafevre. There were nine children e T1rst marriage

and eleven by the second. (&‘

Mary (Westfalll! Van Etten was recew%,ﬂnto @e%Reformed Duteh

(Codebec) Westfall. She died by 1757 when he m; jed second, 1In

Church at Deer Park 19 June 1745, @wd Jan Q{Q Etten was elected
Deacon the same year and aopmn re eceQr or eader About 1750

they crossed 1into Penns Xma Qe‘r near Easton 1n
Northampton County. )ﬁBM Joh @ﬁn Ett@ﬁi was a iudge 1n Orphans
During the Fren h d In%@g war X?tain John van Etten commanded

Fort Hyndsha% ai" th r sen \G of Bushkill, Pennsylvania, and
Fort Har%x at‘ rou s g, Pennsylvania in 1756-57. He was
commig ed Agaptam y Benjamin Franklin 1in January 1756.

FrenkTin dQ‘gted him to keep a record of the happenings at the

Court,

forts and this journal is published in the Pennsylvania Archives,

first series, volume 3, as well as in History of Northampton,

Lehigh, Monroe, Carbon, and Schuylkill Counties, Pennsylvania, I.

D. Rupp (1845).

John Van Etten was coroner of Northampton County 1759-60. It was
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here that he applied for a license, on 17 June 1760, to sell liguor

in Forks Township, which was "allowed”

John bought two hundred and sixty acres 1n May 1764 from his
father—-in-law, John Lafevre, on Tatamy’s Creek 1n 6%!«3 County,
Pennsylvania for £500. He sold the land in 1775 amoved to Rowan
County, North Carolina where he became a Justié.\‘ He continued to

e
Tive there until his death in 1786. ‘ QJ%.
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from HOYT® \&LOPED@ y AL QUOTATIONS;

p. 433 QWO ha é@at a tavern knows not what a paradise
ern’ 1

it is! ho] raculous tavern! - holy because no
cark1 ares there, or weariness, nor pain; and miraculous
pits, which of themselves turn round and round!
{):\ etino, quoted by Longfellow in Hyperion, Book 3, Ch 2.
Pl 433 e

re is nothing which has yet been contrived by man, by
which so much happiness is produced as by a good tavern or inn.
Samuel Johnson in Boswell’s Life of Johnson, 1776.

p. 269 Ay, rail at gaming - 'tis a rich topic and affords noble
declamation. Go, preach against it in the city - you’ll find a
congregation in every tavern.

Edward Moore - The Gamester, Act 2, Scene 1.

Contributed by Harriet Stryker-Rodda
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