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ABRAHAM VAN HORN 1699 - 1759
White House Tavern, White House, N.J., 1750 - c.1776

Abraham Van Horn, son of Matthys Cornelissen and Fytie Brouwer,
his wife who was the widow of Evert Hendricks Van Gelder, was
baptized in the Dutch Reformed Church, Brooklyn, on_15 January
1699;" died at White House, N.J. in November 1759. He married
at Freehold, N.J. in 1719 Antje Covenhoven, daughter Cornelius
W. and Margaretta (Schenck) Covenhoven, born in Midgﬁ?iown, N s
c. 1702. She died at White House, N. J. on 12 Dec%?) T 1759.°

Matthys Cornelissen was a land owner in,B S@ lyn %o purchased

223 acres of land in Middletown Township, ﬁgﬁ outh nty, N.J.

from Obadiah Bowne, son of Capt. John B f famous Mon-
mouth Patentnk He deeded one half oﬁcthe Mi own land to each
of his two sons. This may have b the rég/ braham, his

d to Monmouth

County about 1718.

brother Cornelius and thelrQ\ ste
In 1722 Abraham sol half@che deerty and purchased

490 acres of land i dlngt 1 owanggj Hunterdon County,
through which ra e wdyaereek. re he developed a grist mill
and saw mill o f th eek.

About 17 Abr a Jllt the first Tavern61n the area.
It was on('t)\ &IK

om C ton to Somerville where it crossed
Rocka ree ow Rout%»

22) . Because the building had white
as€} i&s it became known as the "White House," the name
also given Xo the village which sprang up around the tavern. Its
location on this early trail immediately led to its being a fav-
orite stopping place for travellers, and later for stagecoaches
of the Easton-~New Brunswick Turnpike. By the time of the Revol-

ution its popularity had been well established.

The homestead built c. 1757 by Abraham Van Horn is about one
hundred yards farther down Rockaway Creek from the site of the
Tavern, and is still occupied.

After conducting Antje Van Horn's funeral service, Rev. Muhlen-
berg made this note:2 "17 December 1759 Had to bury the deceased

wife of Abraham van Horn, who himself died only recently. Both



jAs]
o

died of a contagious kind of pox. The voungest son, his wife,and
his negro=s are still sick with the pox. I preached at the home
in English on Psalm 90:12 and read the customary prayers ii1 English
at the grave. I also prayed for the sick in the home."2

Abraham Van Horn. Jr. operated the tavern after his ﬂather?s
death, probably through 1776. His “Petition to keep vern'

dated May 17706 with 1its long list of witnesses reg law to

prove a properiy run establishment, is pres>“r%CQy 14u>%fw Jerssay
Archives in Trenton. (<;
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UThe olde: uwl Gblan ﬁﬁm 1n hnltehouaa is a complete wreck.
In Whlt J>A “ the é\! ed to stand a curious-looking old
bull whlch s not1c%§y every stranger who visited the town.
1 tur moled down Wednesday a=nd is now a heap of bricks.
he (oR 1Q known: as ''"Washington's headquarters,'" for the General

e stopp d there over night for entertainment. An aged citizen
who died some fortv years ago. left a journal, in which was an
account of his staying there the same night that General Washington
was there. Stage coaches were then in vogue and some thirty or
forty persoas were accomnodated that night and the time was spent
very pleasantly at daacing, etc. The house wa3s painted white and
gave the name Whitehouss to the town. It was owned by 0.T.Stryker.
It was near the Rockaway River." - from the Huaterdon County
Democrat, 1 November 1898

Stones from the taveru's foundation are said to be in the retaining
wall about the old cemetery located not too far from the tavern's
original site.
- by Fred Sisser III
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